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Background and objectives 

Across the OECD, enormous effort and investment has aimed to reinforce the quality, production and use 
of education research in policy and practice. Despite this, strengthening the impact of research in education 
policy-making and practice remains a challenge for many systems. 

The Strengthening the Impact of Education Research project supports countries in understanding how 
to use education research in policy and practice, systematically and at scale. It examines the 
research-policy-practice relationship using an innovative, mixed-methods approach, combining research 
and analysis with applied work with countries and systems. 

The project explores the following questions: 

• What factors – institutions, structures, resources, characteristics, processes and strategies – 
facilitate or hinder the impact and systematic use of education research in policy and practice? 

• How can we assess and safeguard the quality of education research? 

• How can we effectively engage actors in a coordinated production and use of education 
research?  

The objective of this expert meeting is to: 

• Inform the project’s analytical framework and focus by discussing:  

o the production of education research (quality, accessibility, relevance and mechanisms of 
production) 

o strengthening the use of research in policy and practice (mechanisms, actors and 
approaches) 

• Discuss and provide feedback on the initial results of the CERI/OECD “Strengthening the 
Impact of Education Research” policy survey. 

• Identify relevant areas and research questions for the next phase of the project (2023-24).  
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19 October 2021 at 13:00 - 15:30 (Paris time, CET) 
13:00 – 13:10 

Item 1. Welcome and introduction to the “Strengthening the Impact of Education Research” 
project  

• Tracey Burns, Senior Analyst, OECD 

13:10 – 13:55  

Item 2. What does harnessing the use of research involve and imply? Panel discussion 

• Gábor Halász, Professor of Education, Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary 

• Vivian Tseng, Senior Vice President, William T. Grant Foundation, United States  

• Annette Boaz, Professor of Health and Social Care Policy, London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom 

Moderator: Elizabeth Farley-Ripple, Associate Professor, Director of the Partnership for Public Education, 
University of Delaware 

13:55 – 14:40  

Item 3. Key elements of producing and mediating education research  

Reviewing recent and ongoing research and identifying open questions 

3.1. Knowledge brokerage: being evidence informed about being evidence informed 

• David Gough, Professor of Evidence Informed Policy and Practice, Director of the 
EPPI-Centre, University College London 

3.2. Strengthening impact by programming, funding and sharing of education research: examples 
from NRO 

• Linda Sontag, Senior Policy Officer, Netherlands Initiative for Educational Research (NRO) 

Moderator: Jonathan Sharples, Professorial Research Fellow, Education Endowment Foundation and 
University College London 

Comfort break: 14:40 - 14:50 

14:50 – 15:25 

Item 4. Shaping the work: Policy survey and research questions for the next phase 

Initial results of the “Strengthening the Impact of Education Research” policy survey 

• Nóra Révai, Project Manager and Analyst, OECD 

Moderator:  Makito Yurita, Senior Research Fellow, National Institute for School Teachers and Staff 
Development, Japan 

15:25 – 15:30 

Item 5. Closing and next steps  

Summary and next steps for the project 

• Nóra Révai, OECD 

End of meeting – Thank you! 
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